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二、文献综述报告

（不少于500字）

	主要内容（对文献进行归纳总结、分类评价，初拟选题范围）
The references on The Scarlet Letter and symbolism can be concluded as several aspects: 

Firstly, it is about The Scarlet Letter. The Scarlet Letter is the first symbolic novel in American literature and takes an important place in world literature. And it makes the American writer Nathaniel Hawthorne known all around the world. Therefore, because of its importance, it has been studied by a lot of scholars. These scholars study this novel from different aspects, such as the importance of the novel and the symbolism in The Scarlet Letter.   

The most important symbol that is carried throughout the novel is undoubtedly the scarlet letter "A". It initially symbolizes the immoral act of adultery, but by the end of the novel the "A" has hidden much more meaning than that. It symbolizes the character Hester Prynne’s mood, “alone and alienation”. And at last, it means “able, admirable and angel” in people’s eyes. 

In this novel, there are other symbols, just like the characters’ names, Pearl, Hester Prynne, Arthur Dimmesdale and Roger Chillingworth that are discussed by the writers often. Meanwhile, some objects are mentioned more often in some thesis, such as the scaffold, forest, colors and so on.
They also study the religion of The Scarlet Letter. In their opinions, The Scarlet Letter expresses Hawthorne’s agreement of Puritanism. Moreover, they analyze Hawthorne’s thoughts in The Scarlet Letter.

Secondly, it is the symbolism. Symbolism is an important method of literature. It is the systematic or creative use of arbitrary symbols as abstracted representations of concepts or objects and the distinct relationships in between, as they define both context and the narrower definition of terms. Therefore, it is the subject of scholars’ research. And most of the scholars study symbolism in The Scarlet Letter. Because in The Scarlet Letter, there are a lot of symbols and methods to research.

Reputed as“the first symbolism novel in America”, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s masterpiece The Scarlet Letter takes an important place in world literature. The success of this work owes much to Hawthorne’s distinctive means of artful creation, one of which is the employment of　symbolism. The present thesis is devoted to analyzing and researching the symbolic meaning　and symbolic skill used in The Scarlet Letter. Thereby a more insightful approach is offered for a better understanding of the work through demonstrating how the symbols contribute to　developing the theme. By way of analyzing the symbolic meaning and demonstrating how the　symbols contribute to developing the theme, the thesis aims to lay bear the fact that the root of　social evil is the Puritanism in the society of The Scarlet Letter.

The researchers have studied The Scarlet Letter in a lot of aspects. At present, I will study the symbolism in The Scarlet Letter. First, I will stress the different symbolic meanings of the scarlet letter “A”. Second, I will study the symbolic meanings of the characters’ names. Third, some objects are my aims. Through analyzing the symbolism in The Scarlet Letter, better comprehension of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s real thought can be achieved.
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三、开题报告

（不少于1000字）

	拟定学位论文题目
	  The Scarlet Letter and Symbolism

	学位论文框架：

I. Purpose of the Study

This thesis is devoted to analyzing and researching the symbolic meaning and symbolic skill used in The Scarlet Letter. Thereby a more insightful approach is offered for a better understanding of the work through demonstrating how the symbols contribute to developing the theme. By way of analyzing the symbolic meaning and demonstrating how the symbols contribute to developing the theme, the thesis aims to lay bear the fact that the root of social evil is the Puritanism in the society of The Scarlet Letter.

II. Present Study Conditions

At present, a lot of people study The Scarlet Letter. First, most people study The Scarlet Letter in its symbolism. Second, they study the religion of The Scarlet Letter. In their opinions, The Scarlet Letter expresses Hawthorne’s agreement of Puritanism. Third, they study Hawthorne’s thoughts in The Scarlet Letter.

Meanwhile, the researchers study the symbolism in these aspects: the definition and methods.

III. Significance of the Study

Reputed as“the first symbolism novel in America”, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s masterpiece The Scarlet Letter takes an important place in world literature. The success of this work owes much to Hawthorne’s distinctive means of artful creation, one of which is the employment of　symbolism. Therefore, the study of The Scarlet Letter and symbolism has the great significance. Comprehension of the symbolism in The Scarlet Letter is the key to understand the whole novel and the author’s thought. It can also make us know more about American society in the 19th century and American literature. 
IV. Important Points, Difficult Points and Innovative Points

The Scarlet Letter is the first symbolic novel in American literature and takes an important place in world literature. It is famous for presenting some of the greatest interpretive difficulties in all of American literature. While not recognized by Hawthorne himself as his most important work, the novel is regarded not only as his greatest accomplishment, but also frequently as the greatest novel in American literary history. And the symbolism is also an important method in American literature. Therefore, a lot of people have studied The Scarlet Letter and symbolism. So in my paper, I will study the symbolism in The Scarlet Letter. And in my opinion, the importance is using the symbolism to analysis the scarlet letter “A”, the characters’ names and some other objects.

V. Outline
ⅠIntroduction

ⅡDifferent meanings of the scarlet letter "A":
2.1  The original meaning: Adultery 
2.2  The changing meaning: Alone and Alienation  

2.3
The last meaning: Able, Admirable and Angel 

2.4  Conclusion: Standing for Hester’s sin, lonely life, and ability 
Ⅲ The Symbolic Meaning of the four Major Characters' Names:
3.1  Pearl: Standing for the association with the scarlet letter “A”
3.2  Hester Prynne: Standing for the truth, the goodness and the beauty
3.3  Arthur Dimmesdale: Standing for the "dim-interior" of the clergyman
3.4  Roger Chillingworth: Standing for “chilling” and “worth” 
Ⅳ The other symbolic meanings of the objects:

4.1  Scaffold: Symbol of redemption and judgment

4.2  Light and darkness: Symbol of good versus evil
4.3  Forest: Symbol of a free world and a dark world

Ⅴ Conclusion 
VI. Research Method

1  Reading the original novel several times

2  Reading the related materials and the references especially in the libraries

3 Searching the information through the Internet

VII. Procedure

Nov. 1st---30th: Preparing for choosing the topic of thesis

Dec. 1st--- 15th: Handing in the direction of the thesis

Dec. 30th---March 5th: Collecting the materials

March 7th: Handing in the opening report

April 27th: Handing in the outline

May 21th: Handing in the first draft

June 4th: Handing in the second draft

June 18th: Handing in the third draft
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